
14 migrants
missing after boat sinks 
o� Tunisia coast
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Australia (Canberra)   12 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 18 LR
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Japan (Tokyo) 32 24 LR
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MOSCOW

HEFTY US tariffs on some Ca-
nadian products took effect on 
Saturday after days of  negotia-
tions that went down to the wire 
failed to produce an agreement. 
Canadian Prime Minister Mark 
Carney vowed that his country 
will match the US tariffs “dollar 
for dollar to protect our work-
ers and businesses,” as officials 
said on late Friday that Wash-
ington and Ottawa had not man-
aged to strike a deal.

The lack of  a final agreement 
means that new 50-per cent du-
ties impacting some $20 billion 
worth of  goods, or 5.5 per cent 
of  Canadian exports to the 

United States, came into force.
Impacted products range 

from hockey sticks to cement.
US Trade Representative 

Jamieson Greer said Friday 
that “tonight, Canada declined 
to finalize the trade deal under 
the terms agreed earlier this 
week.” That came despite 
Washington’s offers for tariff  
reductions in sectors like steel 
and aluminum, he added in a 
statement. A senior US official 
said there are no further sched-
uled meetings for now.

The surprise announcement 
came after Trump said that the 
United States “should be able to 
have a deal with Canada,” cit-
ing his “good relationship” 

with Carney. After hours of  
trade talks on Friday, however, 
Canada’s top negotiator Do-
minic LeBlanc told reporters 
that officials still “have more 
work to do.” LeBlanc and Greer 
also met for around three hours 
on Thursday. Greer said that 
the Trump administration put 
on the table “significant tariff  
reductions on steel, aluminum, 
autos and lumber” in exchange 
for concessions from Canada.

He said that Canada was also 
maintaining its “prolonged re-
taliation” against the United 
States, including prohibitions on 
certain American goods and 
services. Canada’s regional lead-
ers said previously that the Unit-

ed States was particularly irri-
tated by one retaliatory measure: 
the removal of  US alcohol and 
wine from liquor stores.

But Carney added in a sepa-
rate statement that “last-minute 
changes in the US proposed 
terms were unfair, uneconomic, 
and called into question the reli-
ability of  any deal.” While Wash-
ington and Ottawa made “impor-
tant progress” in recent weeks, 
Carney said, this “has not been 
enough to meet our objectives 
for Canadians.” The senior US 
official, speaking anonymously, 
said Canada sought concessions 
the US could not provide. But 
they added talks were candid, 
not acrimonious. AP

Canada vows ‘dollar for dollar’ tariff as US talks fail
New 50% US duties on $20bn of Canadian goods take effect after negotiations fail to seal deal, hitting products from hockey sticks to cement

FILE: Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney and President Donald Trump hold a press 
conference at the White House in Washington, DC |  AP

SEOUL 

SOUTH Korea sent its first trial 
container ship through the Arc-
tic on Saturday, as the Middle 
East war rattles global ship-
ping, while environmental 
groups warned the route could 
accelerate polar ice melt.

The Middle East conflict, 
sparked by US-Israeli strikes on 
Iran in February, has roiled glo-
bal shipping, sending govern-
ments and shipping firms 
scrambling to seek alternative 
routes. “PanStar Acro” contain-
er ship is to sail to Europe via 
the Arctic. 

S Korea sends 
first container 
ship through 
Arctic route

WASHINGTON 

CHIEF Justice John Roberts on 
Friday allowed the White House 
to continue construction on 
President Donald Trump’s USD 
400 million ballroom project for 
now, as the Supreme Court con-
siders the Trump administra-
tion’s emergency request to in-
tervene in lawsuits over the 
project. The temporary order 
came hours before lower-court 
rulings would have forced a halt 
to aboveground construction of  
the project because Trump didn’t 

get congressional approval.
It will remain in place until 

the Supreme Court issues a 
more durable decision, though 
the one-page document does not 
detail Roberts’ reasoning or in-
dicate when another ruling will 
be handed down. Roberts signed 
the order because he oversees 
emergency appeals of  cases 
filed in the capital.Trump 
thanked the high court and the 
chief  justice during his remarks 
later Friday during a political 
appearance in South Carolina.

“When they say proceed, I 

think that’s a good thing. That’s 
a good thing,” Trump said. The 
case is coming before the na-
tion’s highest court as Trump, a 
Republican, exercises unparal-
leled assertions of  presidential 
power and increasingly seeks to 
mold the capital in his own im-
age. The administration has ar-
gued that the president has total 
authority to renovate the White 
House and other federal build-
ings as he sees fit. When Trump 
first announced the plans for a 
new ballroom, he did not em-
phasise national security.

Supreme Court allows work to progress on WH ballroom

Artist renderings relating to White 
House Ballroom construction, contained 
in a filing by the Trump administration 
to the US Supreme Court |  AP

China investigates 
comedian after he 
altered a revolutionary 
song lyric
BEIJING: One of China’s best-
known comedians is under 
investigation and several of his 
shows have been canceled after 
he changed the lyrics of a 
revolutionary song during a 
performance. Guo Degang, the 
country’s prominent performer of 
traditional xiangsheng, a form of 
Chinese comedic dialogue, is 
under investigation by local 
authorities. 

Hindu trader shot dead in Pak’s Balochistan 
PESHAWAR: A Hindu trader has been killed by unidentified armed men 
in Noshki town of Pakistan’s restive Balochistan province, according to 
a media report on Saturday. The incident occurred on Friday. Some 
unidentified armed men barged into the trader’s shop in Qadirabad 
Stop area of Noshki Bazaar. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

US federal judge strikes down 
Trump’s 75-country visa ban
NEW YORK

A US federal judge has 
struck down a govern-
ment ban on visas to na-
tionals from 75 countries 
who wish to settle in the 
country indefinitely, 
dealing a blow to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s  
i m m i g r a t i o n 
crackdown. 

In a ruling issued on 
Friday in the Southern 
District of  New York, 
Judge Jeannette Vargas 
set aside the policy Fri-
day as “contrary to law 

and in excess of  statuto-
ry authority.”  

Secretary of  State Mar-
co Rubio exceeded his au-
thority by issuing the pol-
icy, which “runs afoul” of  
the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act by mandat-
ing “the refusal of  visas to 
eligible applicants with-
out any basis in law,” the 
judge ruled. 

Vargas said the policy 
also undermines the con-
gressional requirement 
that puts consular officers 
at the forefront of  any visa 
decision.


